The Presbyteries’ Cooperative Committee on Examinations for Candidates (PCC) Executive Committee will bring before the full committee a proposal to add the following statement to the registration process where minister of Word and Sacrament candidates sign up to take the exegesis exam. The full committee will review and vote on the proposed statement during their annual meeting, which will take place the week of March 13.

“In their validated ministries and in service to church members and colleagues, Teaching Elders may encounter situations and topics that may be painful to them or surface past harm or trauma experienced by them. Exam questions include situations and topics often encountered in the practice of validated ministry. Candidates, pastors, Committees on Preparation for Ministry (CPM), and presbyteries are strongly encouraged to ensure that systems of support and care are available to candidates who are taking exams and those called to be pastors.
In the event a candidate finds a text, situation, scenario, or topic in an ordination exam painful or surfacing past harm or trauma, the exam honor code does not preclude the candidate from seeking pastoral or mental health support during the exam period provided no material assistance is given in answering the exam questions themselves.
Should a candidate find it is not possible to complete an exam because its content elicits a trauma response, the candidate should consult with the CPM to arrange for a future exam or an alternative form of examination.
By registering for the Standard Ordination Exams, I acknowledge receipt of this caution and affirm that I have consulted with the CPM to ensure systems of support are available if needed and I understand that I can consult and am entitled to consult with those systems of support during Exams should I need them.”
 

