PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A))

Jana Childers, The Session of the Hermon Presbyterian
Church, Bethesda, Maryland, The Session of the First
Presbyterian Church, Mattoon, lllinois, The Session of
the First Presbyterian Church, Vallejo, California, and
The Session of the First Presbyterian Church, San
Rafael, California, Each Individually and on Behalf of the
San Francisco Theological Seminary,

Preliminary Order for Hearing
Complainants, ,
General Assembly Remedial

V. Case 2020-05

The Committee on Theological Education, The
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Foundation, The
Presbyterian Mission Agency, The Office of the General
Assembly and The Committee on the Office of the
General Assembly,
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Respondents.

This is a case of original jurisdiction before the General Assembly Permanent Judicial
Commission (GAPJC) based on a remedial complaint that the Complainants subsequently
amended, alleging various irregularities and a delinquency by the Respondents. The original
complaint was accompanied by a Request for a Stay of Enforcement.

The original complaint was transmitted to the officers of the GAPJC on May 18, 2020. The GAPJC
officers received the amended complaint on May 21, 2020 and reviewed both complaints under
the provisions of D-6.0305. Following their review, the officers find that the GAPJC has jurisdiction
over this claim, that there is a Complainant with standing to file the complaint, that the complaint
is timely filed and that some of the elements of the complaint state a claim upon which relief can
be granted.

The four sessions listed as Complainants in this action have standing as “councils of the church”
under D-2.0102 and D-6.0202b(2) and they timely filed the complaint and amended complaint.
While the four sessions are entitled to file this action “individually,” they cannot file it “on behalf of
the San Francisco Theological Seminary” because theological seminaries are not included among
the “persons or councils subject to and submitting to the jurisdiction of a council” under D-6.0202,
and the Rules of Discipline make no provision for any party to file on behalf of a party without
standing. Moreover, Jana Childers (Childers) is not a proper Complainant in this matter because
she is not an “employee of . . . an entity of the General Assembly” as defined by D-6.0202b(3).

Finally, the Complainants have failed to state a claim upon which relief can be granted with
respect to their claims against the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Foundation (the Foundation),
Office of the General Assembly (OGA) and Committee on the Office of the General Assembly
(COGA). Even assuming the truth of the facts as alleged, none of the alleged actions by those
entities amount to irregularities or delinquencies under the Constitution, the General Assembly
Manual of Operations, or the Standing Rules of the General Assembly. The Foundation is an
improper Respondent in this matter because the Foundation is only alleged to have exercised



fiduciary responsibility as directed by the Committee on Theological Education (COTE) and the
Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA). The GAPJC does not have the authority to order the
Foundation regarding how to direct its funds or substitute its judgment for the Foundation’s
fiduciary responsibility. OGA and COGA are not proper Respondents in the matter because they
did not act outside the General Assembly Manual of Operations in referring COTE’s and PMA’s
recommendations for the 224th General Assembly. COTE and PMA are the only proper
Respondents to this matter.

Consequently, the claims against the Foundation, OGA and COGA are dismissed and Childers
is removed as a party to this action. The officers of the GAPJC have referred Complainant’s
Request for Stay of Enforcement to the other Commissioners of the GAPJC and that Request is
currently pending.

A hearing on the complaint and amended complaint will be set for a time and place to be
determined by the GAPJC.

Dated this 27" _day of May, 2020.
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Deborah Little Cohn, Clerk
General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission




