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Order of Service
Second Sunday of Easter
April 19, 2020

Call to worship (based on 1 Peter 1:3-9)

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

In this we rejoice, even if now for a little while we have had to suffer 
various trials.

Although we have not seen him, we love him; and even though we do 
not see him now, we believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy.

Call to confession

God is always before us. God never abandons us. God shows us the path 
of righteousness and is always ready to redirect us on the Way when we 
confess our sin and ask for correction.

Prayer of confession

God of resurrection and new life, we confess that in times of trial and 
suffering we huddle in fear rather than turn to you in faith. We see only 
our dashed expectations and neglect to perceive your creative goodness. 
Knowing that our risen Lord comes to us when we are most afraid, we 
boldly share our deepest anxieties. Seeing Christ’s fresh wounds, we 
bare our own, our shame and regrets, our mistakes and failures. Trusting 
in Jesus’ compassion and mercy, we ask for your forgiveness so that we 
can testify to your saving grace. (Silent prayer) Amen.

Assurance of pardon

Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have been given a new birth 
into a living hope. Forgiven and freed, we embrace our mission to go out 
into the world to extend God’s forgiveness to others.
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Prayer for illumination

Imperishable, undefiled and unfading is our inheritance and your Word, 
God. Open our hearts, silence our distractions, speak to us now, Lord, for 
we are listening.

Scripture readings

Sermon

Affirmation of faith 	 (The Apostles’ Creed)

I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Call for the offering

Our Lord comes to us bring the gift of peace and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. He sends us to do God’s work of reconciliation, bringing the good 
news of salvation to the ends of the earth. The giving of God’s tithes 
and our offerings furthers the work with which Christ entrusts us. Let us 
worship God with our morning’s offering.

Prayer of dedication

Loving God, in gratitude and joy we present a portion of the resources 
you have given us to steward and share. Take, bless and use them to 
bring relief to the suffering, freedom to the oppressed and a cause for 
rejoicing to those in despair. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer

God of redemption and resurrection, we come to you as we are, rejoicing 
that our Lord is alive, yet still afraid of the chaos around and within 
us. We cannot help but doubt your goodness when so much suffering 
surrounds us. The pandemic continues to cause sickness and take life. 
Resources are scarce in the places they are needed the most. People 
all over the world are desperate for life’s basic necessities. Our Easter 
alleluias get stuck in our throats when we survey the pain of your 
glorious creation.

continued on the next page
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Come, Risen Lord, walk among us, show us your wounds, give us your 
peace, breathe the Spirit into our weariness and worries.

God of pursuing grace and mercy, we come to you as we are, grateful for 
the gift of reconciliation, yet still unsure if we have the courage to go and 
extend your forgiveness to others. We are prone to hold grudges and 
too often find satisfaction in the downfall of our enemies. Partisanship 
continues despite our need to come together to defeat the scourge of 
injustice, ever growing inequity and the pervasiveness of poverty. Our 
Easter alleluias feel hypocritical when we look around at the systemic sin 
in which we participate.

Come, Risen Lord, walk among us, show us you are alive, grant us the 
peace that passes understanding, embolden us with the Spirit so that we 
might speak your Word and do your will.

God of loving kindness and relentless reconciliation, we come to you as 
we are, praising you for your unwillingness to leave us alone, yet tired 
in the face of the world’s overwhelming needs. We believe that Jesus is 
our Lord and God. We know he commands us to follow his example of 
servant leadership. We remember all he taught us about the least and 
the last, asking and receiving, moving mountains with mustard seed faith. 
Knowing that you come to us, just as we are, keeping your promises and 
never abandoning us, we shout our Easter alleluias echoing the heavenly 
chorus that spurs us on to run the race set before us.

You are here, risen Lord, wounded and standing before us. Your sure 
presence gives us peace. Your Spirit, our Advocate, Comforter and 
Teacher, will show us the way and accomplish your plans.

We worship you, our Lord and our God, and we pray in your name and as 
you taught us, saying, Our Father…

Charge and benediction

Receive the Holy Spirit. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
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